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It was boiling hot back in late 2007 when 
the � rst tenants moved into Common Ground 
Franklin Street. 
The air conditioning wasn’t yet working in most of 
the 38 units built above the bus station and there 
were makeshift window coverings up until blinds 
and curtains arrived. However, nothing could stop 

residents like Ali Brasted who couldn’t wait 
to call the new development home.
“My parents helped me move in. It was brilliant 
for me,” Ali, who was then moving out of the 
family home for the � rst time, said. 
“I could do what I wanted, go to bed when 
I wanted and have my friends over in my 

own space and time.
“My unit overlooked the buses 

and the community garden 
which was nice.”
Common Ground on 
Franklin was opened before 
Christmas in 2007 with most 

of the tenants moving in a few 
months later.

Now, a decade on, Common 
Ground on Franklin has been home 

to hundreds of South Australians who would 
have struggled to � nd affordable housing 
in the private rental market, some who had 
previously been homeless or were at risk of 
rough sleeping.  

Common Ground on Franklin

Are you looking to gain some 
basic business skills to help you 
break into the workforce? Maybe you just need 
a refresher course or already have the skills but 
are struggling to gain work or go onto further 
study without a quali� cation.
Housing Choices South Australia, in partnership 
with North East Vocational Collage, is calling 
for residents who would like to undertake a 
Certi� cate 2 in Business course at no cost. 
For more information, call 1300 312 447 
or email infosa@hcau.org.au - no prior 
quali� cation is required but places are limited.  

What’s all the buzz about? A hive of honeybees have now arrived at our 
community garden in the city. Conditioned to the warmer climate of the 
central Mediterranean, the Golden Italians are ideal for Adelaide. They have 
a reputation for gentleness, are hard workers and very proli� c breeders. 
The bee-keeping venture has been kick-started with a Colony Nucleus 
(called a ‘Nuc’) which includes a Queen, approximately 6000 worker bees, 

The cost of electricity 
continues to be a key 
concern and issue 
for South Australians 
– and we know, our 
residents are no exception. 
A new brochure is now available with some 
easy and speci� c tips to help us reduce our 
energy bills. ‘The 10 Step Guide to Reducing 
Your Energy Bills’ is available online at:

NEW 
FACE IN 
FRONT

Welcome to Tania Driver who recently 
joined Housing Choices’ customer 
service team.
As administration support of� cer based 
at the reception desk in Waymouth 
Street, Tania will be one of the � rst faces 
you see when coming into our of� ce 
and who will greet you when you call.
Before starting with HCSA, Tania worked 
for two and a half years as Administration 
Assistant with the Community Housing 
Council of SA. 

IN THE 
HIVE

drones, larvae and eggs.
With support from the Adelaide City Council and Adelaide Bee Sanctuary, 
volunteers, staff and residents tending the hive have been trained and safety 
clothing and equipment provided. The Bee Sanctuary will also continue to 
help with mentoring going forward.
Watch this space for news on honey sales! 

The Golden Italian Honeybees in the garden

www.housingchoices.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/EnergySmart_South_Australia_v1.1.pdf


